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When war was declared in 1914, the residents of Chichester and the south coast were 

blissfully unaware of the changes and restrictions that would be implemented into their daily 

lives. From light curfews that enforced blackout conditions, to the egg collections for 

wounded soldiers. By 1915 many regiments had moved into West Sussex and the influx of 

soldiers into the city and the surrounding towns had the potential to cause unease amongst the 

residents. However, Priory Park had become intrinsic in building bridges between the 

military and their new neighbours, offering continuity within a changing climate. 

 

Today we view the Park as a cultural hub of the city, offering sports and music concerts. In 

1915 this depiction was not too dissimilar; Priory Park was the heart and sporting home of 

Chichester. Where the quintessential sporting pastime of cricket (synonymous with the park) 

was played, undeterred by the War- in true British stiff upper lip style. The park would also 

host other sporting events such as shooting competitions, one of which was held on the 15th 

May 1915 between the Chichester City Guard and the St. John’s Ambulance Brigade. 

However, there was an event the encapsulated how Wartime England is remembered and 

portrayed in film and television, and this was the “Military Sports in Chichester.” 

  

Utilising the purpose of the park, the troops organised a “Military Sports in Chichester” event 

in the Park on April 7th, 1915. A sort of family fun day that was held on Easter Bank Holiday 

Monday, where the armed forces and civilians could mingle, rub shoulders, and enjoy the 

competitive sports. In typical bank holiday weather (torrential rain) the undeterred 

participants and spectators were “enlivened” (as stated by the Chichester Observer) by the 

music provided by the City Band – a brass band that still exists today with 30 members 

serving the city with their concerts.  

 

The teams of the day where made up from the reasonably local 9th Hants Regiment, who were 

a territorial cyclist battalion that hailed from Southampton and were soon to be deployed to 

India (as regular army regiments were required for the War). The commanding officer  

Colonel Johnson also participated in the contest that was superintend by Captain Bernard 

Francis Vernon Harcourt and Sergeant Major French. The event was made up from a series of 

games such as: 

• Tug of War  

• 100 metre Flat Race – Cycling 

• Mile Flat Race – Cycling 



• Relay Race 

• Boot Race. 

• Football Tournament 

All of which are recognisable today, however there were games that were indicative of their 

time and have faded into the pages of history. These were the Lloyd Lindsay Race (a 

gymkhana) and a Sack Melee. A rather odd and brutal game where the participants were in 

sacks tied at the neck. The object of the game was to charge and push the opponent, to drive 

them out of the ring.  

 

The Winners of the day were presented with gifts of fruit and other edibles (a term hardly 

heard in present day) by the Colonels wife Mrs Johnson. And as much as these are memories 

of a bygone era, they are the ingredients of many sports days found in schools or summer 

fetes up and down the country. Serving as a reminder that the past shapes our lives in many 

ways. 


