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The Chichester Priory Park Cricket Club was founded in 1851 and became a staple sport in 

the park, with the local team affectionately known as the ‘Parkites’. They played against 

various other local teams such as East Hants, Arundel, Emsworth and Westbourne. They also 

held team games from army regiments based in the barracks in Chichester during the 19th 

century. 

Cricket quickly became a popular spectacle for local residents. This can be seen in one of the 

early games for the Priory Park club in September 1851, when they played against Emsworth 

and Westbourne. The public were admitted by tickets which were issued by the subscribers of 

the park and a large crowd was present to watch the match unfold. The Parkites were 

dominant and secured an opening score of 123 runs whilst their opponents achieved only 38. 

Tea for the players was served up in the refreshment room and provided by The Wheatsheaf 

public house on North Street. Although play resumed after the break, the game had not 

finished when the day closed. However, as the Parkites at that point had scored 210 more 

runs than the visitors, the Chichester club were declared the winners. 

The popularity of the game in the park can be seen in the arrival of the ‘All-England Eleven’ 

on June 30 1853. This was a group of professional all-stars who used the newly developed 

railways to play local sides for money at a time when the game was still largely amateur. A 

strong team of 16 individuals from across Sussex were selected to play against this side. The 

home side were outclassed on the day and only able to make 27 whilst the All-England 

Eleven scored 77.  

However, the Chichester Priory Park Cricket Club were able to secure revenge a few years 

later in October 1856. After a successful season, the Priory Park cricketers, fielding nineteen 

club members against eleven members of the professional team known as the ‘United Eleven 

of All England’ were able to achieve victory. One report of the game stated: 

“After three days of both teams doing their best, admirers of the ‘manly game’ have 

seldom known such a treat as was afforded by the excellent play shown on both sides. 

The match finally ended in favour of the Chichester men, who beat their opponents by 

three runs.” (Hampshire Advertiser & Salisbury Guardian, October 11, 1856) 

Therefore, within a few years after its founding, the Cricket Club and playing cricket in the 

park had become a central part of life in Chichester. This can be seen in the gala day that was 

held for the South Lincoln Militia and the ‘invalids’ of the Chichester barracks in 1855. This 

day included a game of cricket as an opener with some of the men in attendance being 

returning heroes from the Crimean War. Military brass bands provided musical entertainment 

for all and once again The Wheatsheaf provided a plentiful supply of refreshments. It was 

reported that hundreds of visitors watched over the game who all enjoyed an ‘interesting 

afternoon in a pleasant spot’. 
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