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The park did not just host cricket matches but also several horticultural shows, one of which 

was the Chichester Horticultural Society Autumn Exhibition held on Thursday August 26, 

1852. It opened at 2pm and non-subscribers could enter at 3:30pm at a cost of 2 shillings, 

with children being charged 6 pence. The drums and fife of the 1st Battalion Scots Fusiliers 

Guards played as well as the resident Band of 5th regiment. 

In 1888 an amateur dramatic performance in aid of funds for Priory Park Cricket Club, was 

performed as the cricket club showed a balance owed to the treasurer for £21. The pieces 

performed for the evening were “The Happy Pair” and “Our Boys”. For the first piece, Mr A. 

H. D Cochrane, the secretary of the cricket club, and Miss Tempest took the parts of Mr and 

Mrs Honeyston. In “Our Boys”, Mr Cochrane was Perkyn Middlewick, a character he 

apparently fulfilled very ably. Other parts were taken by Captain Russel, Mr Louis 

Armstrong, Mr H. Vivian, Captain Fryer, Mr A. S. Jones and the Misses Spring, E. and S. 

Gruggen and J. Sturges Jones. The performance went of capitally and the amateurs were 

enthusiastically appreciated before the curtain at the close of each evening. A string band 

under the leadership of Mr A. Stanley-Moore occupied the orchestra. 

When the park was opened, you had to be a subscriber, ordinary working-class citizens did 

not have the spare change to pay a subscription to the park. It also meant that people of 

suspect character were not allowed in or around the park entrances. There was a complaint in 

the local paper on April 19,1851 with just this in mind. It was reiterated that people of 

respectability paid for the privilege of using the park facilities and yet it was not policed as it 

should be. Trouble was said to be amassing at three points of access, North Street, St Martins 

and Little London, with boys infesting the areas and ladies being accosted. It was said that the 

ladies had to return home in shame and disgust and that these acts were of the very worst 

iniquitous immorality. The complainant went on to demand that the park be rendered fit for 

respectable persons, wives and children, and the intolerable behaviour of some was marring 

the beauty and benefit for the rest of honourable society. He mentioned that the Mayor and 

town councillors were governors and guardians of morality and fair character of the city, and 

wanted the nuisance dealt with! 


